
11 May 2017 Term 2,   Week 4 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

Firstly I hope all mothers and special ladies have a wonderful Sunday. As part of our deep 
appreciation for all mothers we have something special  and delicious coming home from the school 
on Friday. We thank good friends of the school  CakesbyKarleigh for helping us show how much we 
love our mums.  

As always we have lots of wonderful opportunities  for our community next week.  On Tuesday the 
Rugby League World Cup  trophy is coming to our school from 12:30 until 1:30 as part of it’s tour. 
Parents and Friends are very welcome to attend this opportunity. As a result of this special assembly 
there will be no assembly on Wednesday. On Friday we have our cross country from 9 am at Windsor 
Park and all Parents and Friends are very welcome to attend and support your child.  

Building Update: 

After a building and site meeting with architects and builders we have been given permission to move 
into the new classrooms. Across today we have moved all classrooms so that the timetable for the 
builder can continue. This will mean that prep and year one are now in their new rooms. Over the 
next two weekends the final doors, cabinetry and window installations will occur to finish the early 
years building. Over the weekend construction fencing will go up across the older students’ rooms as 
the demolition of those rooms begins.  Work on the new early years toilets, walkways and sports shed 
will continue across this time. We still aim to finish all of the work by June 5th as we aim to have all 
our students and staff in contemporary, flexible and engaging spaces.  

For safety reasons, all students over the next couple of weeks will  be picked up from the terrace or 
the stadium if the weather is inclement. We look forward to showing you our amazing new rooms 
shortly.  

Below is a statement from Brisbane Catholic Education regarding School Funding. 
Over the last week you will have heard significant discussion in the media about school funding and 
its potential impact on Catholic schools in particular. The Catholic education sector is concerned the 
Federal Government has, to date, been unable to provide the necessary detail to allay concerns about 
potential funding changes. 
Brisbane Catholic Education remains committed to a funding system that is fair, needs-based and 
transparent. While the package as announced includes a base funding increase beyond what had 
previously been proposed by the Federal Government, it also alludes to a number of changes to the 
existing funding system which may impact on the overall level of funding to Catholic schools. We are 
confident, however, based on the Minister’s comments, that there will be no reduction in the 
quantum of funding to Brisbane Catholic Education. 
Some key points of concern include: 

 The failure of the Federal Government to consult with the Catholic sector before announcing its 
proposed changes; 

 The lack of detail and so a heightened sense of uncertainty about our future funding position; 

 Proposed changes to the funding model which will potentially alter the way in which government 

funding is allocated and which may therefore impact on our funding levels. 

The Catholic education sector has urged the Federal Government to urgently meet Catholic education 
representatives to provide more detail about how the proposed changes will impact on schools, 
teachers and parents and to negotiate a fair and acceptable outcome. We will provide further 
information as it becomes available. 

From a school perspective our fees are incredibly economical and there is no intention to raise them. 

PREP ENROLMENTS and OPEN DAY: 

This term we will begin offering Prep places for 2018. Understandably, there has been increased 
interest in our wonderful school. If you know  of any one who requires a place for prep in our school 
please encourage them to contact the office or visit our website.  

We will be hosting an ’open day’ to showcase our brand new facilities and for interested enrolments. 
This will be on Wednesday June 14th from 3-.30-6pm. We will be asking for parent and student 
helpers for this afternoon to help support with the organisation and serving of food and activities. 
Further information will come out next week.  
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APRE 
Mr Dean Estreich 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  

Happy Mother’s Day 

I have just had my mum and dad stay with us over the past couple of nights. My children 
are always excited to see Mama (as they affectionately call their grandmother) and Pop. 
They can’t wait for their next adventure together: Building a pirate’s cave, collecting shells 
on the beach and telling stories. My mum has always been a person who thinks of others 
before herself and enjoys the simple company of family and friends. Mum reminds me each 
year on my birthday (I am her eldest) how at 3:30am on the 8th August I was born at 
Lismore Base Hospital after 16 hours of labour. Mum has been there for all my major 
milestones: starting school, grand finals, birthdays, graduations, march out parade, 
marriage and now the birth of my three children. Thank you mum for always being there 
for me.  

Happy Mother’s Day mum and to all our mothers, grandmothers and women who do or 
have played a significant role in our lives. Let us offer a prayer of thanks for these women 
who have touched our lives in so many ways. 

Loving God,  

We thank you for mothers – for all they mean 

or have meant, for the love they have shown 

and the care they have given. 

We thank you for the qualities of mothers – 

their patience, their kindness, 

concern and understanding. 

We thank you for the part they play in our lives, 

and we thank you for this day of saying ‘thank you’ 

this opportunity to say what we so often mean to say 

but so rarely do. 

For mothers and motherhood, 

for children and families 

we bring you this day our grateful praise.  

Amen.  

Have a peaceful week,  

Dean Estreich 
Assistant Principal Religious Education (APRE) 

ACTIVE SCHOOL TRAVEL 
Remember that EVERY 
Friday is now Footloose 
Friday. 

NEW Hair Ties & Clips  

We now stock Size-L Hats 

Winter Jumpers & 
Jackets available 
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PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

Dear Parents, 

Michael Grose writes a beautiful article on ‘Mothering’ as opposed to ‘parenting’.  Much of this is still 
true for me who is lucky enough to still have my ninety-two year old mother.  Being a mother is not 
always rational, as parenting is often made out to be. The emotion attached to motherhood drives you 
to fight hard to protect your children, work assiduously to right any wrongs on their behalf, and 
exhaust yourself looking after their physical and psychological well-being.  Mothering is relational 
rather than rational. You may grow out of parenting by making yourself redundant, but mothering is 
something you never grow out of. You are a mum for life (as my Mum often says!).  Children want 
their mothers, not their parents.  Children of all ages say, “That’s my mum!” They don’t say, “That’s 
my parent!” (They may say that when they are annoyed or embarrassed by you, but that’s another 
story.)  Boys and girls of all ages generally love their mothers unconditionally, whereas they merely 
put up with their parents, particularly during adolescence. They can live without their parents, or so 
they think, but deep down they know they can’t live without the one person who has a blind spot for 
them, overlooking all their faults. That person, of course, is their mother.  When children of all ages 
get into emotional difficulty or their lives become too hard, they generally go looking for their mums. 
They only look for their ‘parent’ when they want some money, or want someone to get them out of a 
jam!  As Mother’s Day approaches it’s worth remembering that it’s mothers and fathers, real women 
and men, who raise children. Parenting is a managerial, twentieth century construct. That’s why we 
have Mother’s Day (and Father’s Day) rather than Parent’s Day.   

Mary MacKillop wrote: “My dear Mama, I owe so much to you - to your love and your care.  I know 
how much you love us all (seven children!) and how gladly you suffered for us.” 

May all mothers have a wonderful day, being thanked by their children.  

God bless,  
Sr Anne  
School Pastoral Worker 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

Qld Health is currently running a program aimed at getting us to eat and live in a more healthy way.  It 
is worth a visit to the website – www.healthy.gov.au   Add fruit and vegetables to your day 

Fruit and vegetables are important for our wellbeing and should form part of our daily diet. Not only 
are they high in fibre, minerals and vitamins, but may also reduce your risk for heart disease, cancer, 
obesity and Type 2 diabetes. But what is important to remember is that variety is key, and that no 
single fruit or vegetable provides all of the nutrients you need to be healthy. So mix it up and eat 
plenty every day. 

FRUIT JELLY 

Ingredients 

 2 cups 100% unsweetened apple and blackcurrant juice 

 3 teaspoons powdered gelatine 

 ½ teaspoon rosewater essence (optional) 

 250g punnet strawberries, quartered  

Method 
1. Place ½ cup juice and gelatine into a 1-litre microwave safe jug. Microwave on high for 1 minute 

to boil and dissolve gelatine. 
2. Mix well while pouring in remaining juice and essence. 
3. Divide fruit among four 250ml (1-cup) capacity serving glasses. 
4. Pour juice over fruit and carefully stir with a teaspoon to distribute fruit through jelly. 
5. Cover each glass with plastic wrap and refrigerate for 4 hours or overnight until set. 

Hint 
Rosewater essence is found in the baking aisle of supermarket with other flavourings and vanilla. It is 
inexpensive and adds a subtle sophisticated ‘Turkish delight’ flavour. 

MOTHERS’ DAY STALL 

A big thank you to all those families who supported our Mothers’ Day stall.  We have raised over $200 
for the Vinnies Winter Appeal.  We will have a few items still available on Friday for those who forgot 
Wednesday.  

THANK YOU  to all our wonderful volunteers who keep us running 
with Classroom helpers, Reading, Library, P&F, Fundraising, 
Grounds  and so much more.  We couldn’t do without you. 

SCHOOL AWARDS 

Principal  

Prep  

Yr 1  

Yr 2  

Yr 3/4  

Yr 5/6  

Sr Anne  

MAY 

2nd Jett & Summer 

13th Kathleen 

15th Chanel 

18th Dominic & Halle 

24th Joshua 

27th Clancy 

Preparation Sessions  

 Thu 18th May: 3.30-4.30pm 
Holy Cross Church 

 Sun 21st May: 9.15-
10.15am St Anne’s Hall 

 Thu 25th May: 3.30-4.30pm 
Holy Cross Church 

 Sun 28th May: 9.15-
10.15am St Anne’s Hall 

Confirmation 

 Sun 4th June: 11am 
Holy Cross Church 



PH:  07 3857 4803 
Fax:  07 3857 5039 
Email: pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 

22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030  
PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

Find us and like our Facebook page: 
St Mary of the Cross School Windsor www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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Experience all Mount Alvernia College has to offer at the Open Day. 


